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enable or disable cookies again.[Advantage and limitation of fine needle aspiration
cytology of mediastinal lymph nodes]. In order to enhance the diagnostic accuracy
in the cytological diagnosis of the lymph nodes of the mediastinum, the relation of
the size and the number of the lymph nodes to the size of the needle has been
studied. Cytological examination was performed in 634 lymph nodes with a 21 G
needle. These lymph nodes were divided into 3 groups: under 1.0 cm in diameter,
between 1.0 cm and 2.0 cm in diameter, and over 2.0 cm in diameter. There was no
significant difference in the diagnostic accuracy among the above groups. Fourteen
per cent of the lymph nodes were located in the interauricular region, 30 per cent
were located in the paratracheal region, 20 per cent were in the posterior triangle
region, and 34 per cent were in other regions. When the lymph node was located in
the posterior triangle, the diagnostic accuracy was remarkably lower than other
locations. Seven per cent of the cases showed reactive atypical lymphocytes, and in
all but 1 case of Hodgkin's disease (8%) the atypia was found as reactive. The
results indicate that there is no merit in widening the size of the needle for
mediastinal lymph nodes of over 2.0 cm in diameter. Court's analysis of St. Louis'
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