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With the start of the Cold War, the Philippines became a strategic ally of the United States. Thus, the
American influence filtered down through urban design. In the 1950s and 1960s, the modernist movement
subsumed the rigid ideals of the Neoclassical revival, yet it retained the corporatist spirit of the old order.
These design leaders were Juan Nakpil, Pablo Antonio, Carlos Arguelles, Leandro Locsin and Alex Mendall,

along with veteran Filipino architects Carlos Fernando and Emilio Aguinaldo. This was the period when Lico’s
book examines these leaders and their rising influence. The architects of this group worked in close

coordination with the urbanist movement and the social criticism of structuralism. In this way, the research of
this project is the first to focus its analysis on the architects of this generation and how they influenced

Philippine urban architecture. For Lico, this was also the beginning of a new trend of modernist architecture
that was similar to what was happening in France and the United Kingdom. It also reflected the adoption of

European modernism by the younger Filipino architects. The period of the Quiet Revolution from the 1960s to
the mid-1970s, especially the Populist Movement, marked the second chapter of the book. By mid-1970s, the

political and economic gains resulting from the earlier revolution led to the expulsion of the American
presence and allowed the Philippines to reclaim its national sovereignty. Nonetheless, many of the architects
whose works are featured in this book had worked for American government agencies during the early years.
This chapter contextualizes their works as a conflation of two distinct visions of architecture and city planning.
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