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The sum of all of this talent was condensed into a few hours, allowing viewers to savor the production as it unfolded. As the Titanic left the dock, cameraman Jack Colcord began capturing footage of the massive vessel. He documented every facet of the ship as it began its
journey to New York, a task that took thousands of hours of work and hundreds of cameras.The cameras were tethered to giant submarines with thrusters that allowed the teams to maneuver the boats to follow the Titanic to the very edges of the North Atlantic.Though the
cameraman was invited to film the ship from the dock, he had to make the trip by water.As the Titanic neared the end of its journey to New York, the cameraman had to fight his way through the ice floes that surrounded the enormous ship in order to get to the other side. After
reaching a safe distance from the ship, he directed his submarine in a speedboat to film the wreck itself.Colcord had to battle powerful winds and seas. In order to document the shipwreck, he and his team had to travel 200 miles in rough weather to a safe filming spot.He filmed
the ship lying sideways in an ice floe and in the final moments caught the image of the sun breaking through the clouds as it reflected off the doomed ship. These 15 seconds are often credited with helping to sell the film to audiences around the world.The studio demanded a
certain amount of footage from the crew in order to complete the project. To make certain that Colcord shot every aspect of the voyage, Colcord had to travel with a three-person crew and several tons of equipment. It took over 300 hours of footage to complete one shot and
Colcord was submerged in the icy water, lying on his back with his camera over his face for over 500 hours, for one of the final images of the film.The technique employed was very similar to that of a modern-day digital workflow. The resulting film resembled an artistic painting
and was a huge success.
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Among the many technological tricks employed were a gantry crane that would be extended on-screen to match the scale of the ship, or a helicopter flying over the ship to capture the disaster in slow-motion.The process requires about 6 months to construct a full ship, but this
particular Titanic could be dismantled relatively easily when the real ship was retired. The modified room contained a life-sized model of the ship and was rigged with 152 cameras, 99 cameras underwater, and 28 in a plane flying above the ship.Those camera pods all had to be

waterproofed to withstand the pressures of being at sea. There were some definite WTF moments. For example, when the Titanic made a 1/4 mile turn from its iceberg onto the night sea without tipping over. It just wasn't plausible. None of those other ship sinks had such a slow-
motion transformation that evoked the feeling of a giant chunk of ice tearing a ship in half. But the vision was clear in the mind, even if technically it wasn't wholly realistic. Watching Titanic was like listening to the classic R&B of the 20s or 30s, the legendary songs and the
classic crooning. Every song was like a classic production number, like the song "My Heart Belongs To Daddy" from the musical "Brigadoon" or the popular song, "We'll Meet Again," from "Amadeus" where the strings soared over the melody like the birds in the forest during

springtime. It was a soaring song and a familiar song with a sad, romantic theme. The Titanic's orchestra was a perfect fit. But wait, there's more! To move to another bit of wonder, the Titanic's crew gave us a completely new kind of musical choreography, especially for the final
scene. In the movie they danced a slow, elegant ballet number in the second class promenade. It was truly beautiful and it reminded me of the lighting and drama of the "Second Suite from the Abduction from the Seraglio" by Richard Strauss, one of my favorite pieces of music.

A new layer of classical music was added to the otherwise a classical story. What a better way to leave the world, and those we love, than with a classical dance, with colors and sound, and with a slow, peaceful ending? 5ec8ef588b
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